
Early Miscarriage
D & C

What could I have done
differently?

Your miscarriage is NOT YOUR FAULT. There is
usually nothing you could have done

differently to save your baby.
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Dilation and curettage (D&C) is a procedure to remove the remaining tissues from
your baby from inside your uterus. 

Dilation involves widening the opening of the lower part of the uterus (the
cervix) to allow insertion of an instrument. The doctor may insert a slender rod
(laminaria) into the opening beforehand or use a medication before the procedure
to soften the cervix and cause it to widen.
Curettage involves scraping the lining and removing uterine contents with a
long, spoon-shaped instrument (a curette). The doctor may also use a cannula to
suction any remaining contents from the uterus. This can cause some cramping. A
tissue sample then goes to a lab for examination.

this is typically done in an outpatient setting. it can be done under anesthesia, in the
doctor's office or with a spinal epidural.  

During a D&C, you lie on your back and place your legs in stirrups like during a pelvic
exam. Then the doctor inserts a speculum into the vagina and holds the cervix in
place with a clamp. Although the D&C involves no stitches or cuts, the doctor
cleanses the cervix with an antiseptic solution.

What is a "D&C"

What to expect
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https://www.webmd.com/women/picture-of-the-vagina-vue3
https://www.webmd.com/skin-problems-and-treatments/getting-stitches-and-caring-for-stitches


What is an early miscarriage?

A pregnancy that is in the first three months is considered a early
miscarriage. Early miscarriage happens when a baby stops growing and
dies in the womb. 

Why does early miscarriage happen?
Typically the baby did not form or implant correctly.

Unfortunately 1 in 5 pregnancies end in miscarriage. Nothing can be done
to prevent miscarriage from occurring if a pregnancy is developing
abnormally

Life after miscarriage with D&C
Losing your baby is a deep personal experience. Everyone handles the
loss differently. 

Here are some ideas on how to honor and remember your baby:

Give baby a name
Take pictures of mom's belly
Take pictures with dad holding mom's belly. (include sibling,
grandparents, etc.)
Ultrasound pictures
Have birthday cake and sing
"Happy Birthday"
Bring flowers or roses 
Ask for a certificate of life by contacting Grieving the Child
Get a blanket specially for baby
Get a belly cast created
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After care
Have someone stay the night with you. 

Follow up with your OB. 

You will have bleeding and discharge (lochia) for the next 1-3 weeks. 

Talk to someone about how you are feeling. Consider joining a support group.

t is important to remember that a d&c or a natural miscarriage is the same as
giving birth. 

You have just given birth to your baby and should take care of your body to
recover from the delivery and surgical intervention, as well as your emotional
wellbeing.

Be mindful of the signs of postpartum depression (PPD). 
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4 weeks- Baby is considered a “blastocyst”; microscopic. 
5 weeks- The embryo looks like a tadpole, and it’s the size of a sesame seed.
6 weeks- Your baby is likely about the size of a sweet pea. Your baby has
microscopic arm and leg buds. 
7 weeks- Your baby is likely about the size of a blueberry. The baby’s nostrils
may become visible and eyes may be visible as dark round spots. 
8 weeks- Your baby is likely about the size of a kidney bean, 1/2 inch long. The
baby’s nostrils may become visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots,
you may be able to detect arms & legs. 
9 weeks- Your baby is likely about the size of a grape, about 3/4 inch long. The
baby’s nostrils may become visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots,
you may be able to detect arms & legs.
10 weeks - Your baby is likely to be about the size of a strawberry, about an
inch long. Your baby may resemble the shape of a baby, the baby’s nostrils
may become visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots, you may be able
to detect arms & legs, mouth & ears. 
11 weeks- Your baby is likely to be about the size of a fig, just over 1.5 inches
long from head to bottom. Your baby may resemble the shape of a baby, the
baby’s nostrils may become visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots,
you may be able to detect arms & legs, mouth & ears, fingers & toes.
12 weeks- Your baby is likely just over 2 inches from head to bottom. Your
baby may resemble the shape of a baby, the baby’s nostrils may become
visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots, you may be able to detect
arms & legs, mouth & ears, fingers & toes. 
13 weeks- Your baby is likely to measure about 3 inches from head to bottom.
Your baby may resemble the shape of a baby, the baby’s nostrils may become
visible, eyes may be visible as dark round spots, you may be able to detect
arms & legs, mouth & ears, fingers & toes. 
14 weeks- Your baby is likely to measure about 4 inches from head to bottom.
Your baby may weigh about 2 ounces. Your baby may resemble the shape of a
baby, the baby’s nostrils may become visible, eyes may be visible as dark round
spots, you may be able to detect arms & legs, mouth & ears, fingers & toes

Gestational Ages:
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